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Detailed Action 

This office action is in response to the correspondence received on May 1 1 , 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dickinson (US Pat No: 5,640,565). 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Dickinson teaches a network of systems of personal and 
business web cards, comprising a plurality of servers with which users may sign up 
to keep their contact information and through which the users may search others' 
contact information, each of said servers having at least a database and a search 
engine, and having at least one uniform search interface, wherein at least two of 
said servers are equipped with at least one interface having protocols established to 
connect with each other, and when a user places a search inquiry at a first server 
local to the user, the inquiry is forwarded to one or more other servers having the 
same protocols established with the first server so that any search inquiry is 
performed not only at the first server but also at said one or more other servers 
(Dickinson teaches a design for electronic business cards for use in a network 



Application/Control Number: 09/837,505 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2145 

environment (column 2, lines 20-44, Dickinson). It allows for users to browse 
(search) for business cards (column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 28, Dickinson). This 
includes attaining a business card from another computer on the network and not 
local to the user. Since the computers are able to communicate with one another, it 
means that the design allows for the computers to follow (but is not limited to) the 
same protocols. In addition, the design allows for an agreed upon search method, 
hence equivalent to the claimed uniform search interface. Furthermore, each of the 
workstations are equivalent to servers and since they have storage means, they are 
also equivalent to databases. Plus, Dickinson's design allows for central stores 
which function as large databases for business cards (column 5, lines 15-27, 
Dickinson)). 

2. With regards to claim 2, Dickinson teaches a network of personal and business web 
cards, comprising a plurality of servers with which users may sign up to keep their 
contact information and through which the users may search others' contact 
information, each of said servers having at least a database and a search engine, 
and having at least one uniform search interface, wherein one of said servers 
functions as a master server that is equipped with at least one interface having 
protocols established to connect with said other servers as slave servers, and the 
master server is capable of transmitting any search inquiry to one pr more 
designated slave servers (Dickinson teaches a design for electronic business cards 
for use in a network environment (column 2, lines 20-44, Dickinson). It allows for 
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users to browse (search) for business cards (column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 28, 
Dickinson). This includes attaining a business card from another computer on the 
network and not local to the user. Since the computers are able to communicate 
with one another, it means that the design allows for the computers to follow (but is 
not limited to) the same protocols. In addition, the design allows for an agreed upon 
search method, hence equivalent to the claimed uniform search interface. 
Furthermore, each of the workstations are equivalent to servers and since they have 
storage means, they are also equivalent to databases. Plus, Dickinson's design 
allows for central stores which function as large databases for business cards 
(column 5, lines 15-27, Dickinson)). 

3. With regards to claim 3, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein said 
master server is capable of passing on any updates that a user placed at one of 
servers to designated servers (Dickinson's design allows for the use of one of many 
protocols, including TCP/IP for network communicating (column 5, line 56 - column 
6, line 3, Dickinson). In addition, Dickinson's design uses a master host (column 9, 
lines 55-67, Dickinson). Furthermore, Dickinson's design allows for updated 
information to be transferred as claimed (column 7, line 48 - column 8, line 26, 
Dickinson)). 

4. With regards to claims 5 and 20, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein 
said servers communicate with each other through a reciprocal uniform search 



Application/Control Number: 09/837,505 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2145 

interface with predetermined protocols between said servers (As stated before, 
Dickinsons design allows for protocols to be followed by the computers in the 
network. As in all networks, protocols must be followed for devices to communicate 
with one another. In Dickinson's design, one such protocol is the TCP/IP protocol 
(column 5, line 56 - column 6, line 3, Dickinson). Since protocols must be used, 
and that the business cards are of the same format throughout the network, it is 
inherent that the search interface must be uniform in Dickinson's design as 
claimed). 

5. With regards to claims 6 and 21 , Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein 
said predetermined protocols are of a uniform operative language (As stated earlier, 
Dickinson's design allows for the use of TCP/IP (column 5, line 56 - column 6, line 
3, Dickinson). It is inherent that all the devices within the network communicate in a 
uniform protocol language as claimed for their communication to operate properly). 

6. With regards to claims 7 and 22, Dickinson teaches a network of systems wherein 
each of said predetermined protocols is operative at least between two of said 
servers in consideration of the operative languages of said two servers (As stated 
earlier, Dickinson's design allows for the use of TCP/IP (column 5, line 56 - column 
6, line 3, Dickinson) on devices, such as servers, within its network. It is inherent 
that all the devices within the network communicate in an agreed upon protocol as 
claimed so that the devices know how to communicate with one another). 
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7. With regards to claims 8 and 23, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein 
said predetermined protocols of said servers are operated in Unicode that has 
correspondence with other Unicode of different languages (Unicode is simply a 
standard text involving 16 bits as opposed to the 8 bits used by ASCII. Dickinson's 
design requires the use of text and hence a standard must be used and no limitation 
is placed as to the type of text standard usable. Hence, Unicode is an acceptable 
text standard for Dickinson's design). 

8. With regards to claims 9 and 24, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein 
said protocols of the interface are capable of transforming a search inquiry placed in 
a language into other operative languages and thus transmitting the search inquiry 
to other servers (Dickinson's design provides support for multiple protocols so that 
different networks are able to communicate (column 6, line 1, Dickinson) (column 8, 
lines 57-67, Dickinson)). 

9. With regards to claims 10 and 25, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein 
said protocols of the interface are capable of transforming a search result into the 
language corresponding to the language of the search inquiry, and thus transmitting 
the result back to the server placing the search inquiry (Dickinson's design provides 
support for multiple protocols so that different networks are able to communicate 
with each other (column 6, line 1, Dickinson) (column 8, lines 57-67, Dickinson)). 
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10. With regards to claim 1 1 , Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein said 
master server has automatic synchronization function to transmit updates to all 
designated servers whenever an update occurs (Dickinson's design uses a master 
host (column 9, line 57, Dickinson) in a system that allows for synchronization upon 
request (column 9, lines 24-32, Dickinson)). 

1 1. With regards to claim 12, Dickinson teaches a method of managing and controlling 
a network of systems of personal and business web cards, each of said systems 
including at least a web card server having at least a search engine and a database, 
said method comprising connecting a plurality of web card servers through the 
Internet; establishing at least a protocol between two of said servers to enable 
communication between them including transmission of search inquiries 
therebetween; installing said protocols, respectively, in at least two of said servers 
that communicate with each other; identifying said protocol between the servers to 
establish connection and communication therebetween; and transmitting any of said 
search inquires and web card information between at least two of said connected 
servers so that any of said search inquiries is to performed not only at the server 
where the inquiry is placed, but also at least one of the other servers (Dickinson 
teaches a design for electronic business cards for use in a network environment 
(column 2, lines 20-44, Dickinson). It allows for users to browse (search) for 
business cards (column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 28, Dickinson). This includes 
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attaining a business card from another computer on the network and not local to the 
user. Since the computers are able to communicate with one another, it means that 
the design allows for the computers to follow (but is not limited to) the same 
protocols. In addition, the design allows for an agreed upon search method, hence 
equivalent to the claimed uniform search interface. Furthermore, each of the 
workstations are equivalent to servers and since they have storage means, they are 
also equivalent to databases. Plus, Dickinson's design allows for central stores 
which function as large databases for business cards (column 5, lines 15-27, 
Dickinson)). 



12. With regards to claim 13, Dickinson teaches a method, further comprising 

designating at least one of said web card servers as master server, and installing 
said protocols in said master server such that the master server is capable of 
communicating with all of said servers and transmitting any of said search inquires 
and web card information among the servers, including any update of said web card 
information (Dickinson's design allows for master hosts (column 9, line 57, 
Dickinson). Dickinson's design also allows for synchronization and updating of 
business cards (column 9, lines 24-32, Dickinson). In addition, the design provides 
support for multiple protocols so that different networks are able to communicate 
(column 6, line 1, Dickinson) (column 8, lines 57-67, Dickinson). Furthermore, 
Dickinson's design allows for searches as claimed (column 7, line 49 - column 8, 
line 28, Dickinson)). 
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13. With regards to claim 14, Dickinson teaches a method, further comprising one 
master server for a particular region, and having all of designated master servers 
installed with pertinent protocols that enable communication between said master 
servers and transmission of web card information and search inquires among said 
master servers (Dickinson's design provides support for multiple protocols so that 
different networks are able to communicate with each other (column 6, line 1, 
Dickinson) (column 8, lines 57-67, Dickinson)). 

14. With regards to claim 15, Dickinson teaches a method wherein each of said master 
servers are capable of flashing an update that occurs within a corresponding system 
of personal information web card, and transmitting such an update to other master 
servers having designated users, that in turn transmits the update to the designated 
user so as to synchronize all personal information data files of all designated users 
(Dickinson's design allows for synchronization and updating of business cards 
(column 9, lines 24-32, Dickinson)). 

15. With regards to claim 16, Dickinson teaches a method, wherein said protocol is 
operative in a uniform Unicode corresponding to Unicode of different languages 
(Unicode is simply a standard text involving 16 bits as opposed to the 8 bits used by 
ASCII. Dickinson's design requires the use of text and hence a standard must be 
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used and no limitation is placed as to the type of text standard usable. Hence, 
Unicode is an acceptable text standard for Dickinson's design). 



16. With regards to claim 17, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein the user 
can designate, in the inquiry, a particular set of said servers that have protocols 
established with the first servers (Dickinson's design allows users to access and edit 
cards as well as utilize cards within a collaboration (column 9, lines 2-4, Dickinson)). 



17. With regards to claim 18, Dickinson teaches a network of systems of personal and 
business web cards, comprising a plurality of servers with which users may sign up 
to keep their contact information and through which the users may search others' 
contact information, each of said servers having at least a database and a search 
engine, and having at least one uniform search interface, wherein said servers are 
divided into groups such that each group comprises a mater server and one or more 
slave servers, and within each group the master server is equipped with at least one 
interface having protocols established to connect with the slave servers within the 
same group, and is capable of transmitting a search inquiry to one or more 
designated slave servers, and wherein the master servers are equipped with at 
least one interface having protocols established to communicate with at least one of 
the other master servers such that a search inquiry can be transmitted among the 
master servers (Dickinson teaches a design for electronic business cards for use in 
a network environment (column 2, lines 20-44, Dickinson). It allows for users to 
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browse (search) for business cards (column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 28, 
Dickinson). This includes attaining a business card from another computer on the 
network and not local to the user. Since the computers are able to communicate 
with one another, it means that the design allows for the computers to follow (but is 
not limited to) the same protocols. In addition, the design allows for an agreed upon 
search method, hence equivalent to the claimed uniform search interface. 
Furthermore, each of the workstations are equivalent to servers and since they have 
storage means, they are also equivalent to databases. Plus, Dickinson's design 
allows for central stores which function as large databases for business cards 
(column 5, lines 15-27, Dickinson)). 

18. With regards to claim 19, Dickinson teaches a network of systems, wherein each of 
the master servers is capable of transmitting an update to the slave servers within 
the same group and other master servers (Dickinson's design allows for the use of 
one of many protocols, including TCP/IP for network communicating (column 5, line 
56 - column 6, line 3, Dickinson). In addition, Dickinson's design uses a master 
host (column 9, lines 55-67, Dickinson). Furthermore, Dickinson's design allows for 
updated information to be transferred as claimed (column 7, line 48 - column 8, line 
26, Dickinson)). 
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Response to Remarks 

The amendment received May 1 1 , 2005 has been carefully reviewed but is not 
deemed fully persuasive. Although amendments have been made and new claims have 
been added, no significant material has been included into the claimed design. For this 
reason, the examiner must continue to stand by the Dickinson prior art. Within the 
submitted remarks, the applicant's representative points out two issues of contention. 
The first issue is the belief that the claimed design performs an inquiry not only at the 
first local server but also at other servers, whereas the Dickinson design does not. The 
examiner disagrees and points to column 8, lines 7-27. Within that portion, it is cited 
that card information can be retrieved from other computers when it is not available at 
the local computer. The second issue of contention involves the master server of the 
claimed design. The applicant's representative explains how the master server is able 
to communicate with slave servers and how a number of master servers is able to exist. 
The examiner would like to first explain that the design features computers networked 
together. When two or more computers are communicating, the computer providing the 
service is automatically the server out of the group. Within Dickinson's design, 
computers hold master cards and replicated cards. When the design is dealing with a 
master card found in a computer not local to the user's computer, then that remote 
computer is the server (master server) at that instance. This is because the user's 
computer can be connected to another computer to gain a network connection with the 
computer serving as the server (master server) at that instance. Hence, all the 
computers within the design are able to serve as masters servers or slave servers since 
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they are all capable of serving, it's just a matter of which card is needed that determines 
which computer is a master server and which are slave servers at any given instance. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on (571) 272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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